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custom, he does so in such a way that it is impossible
to doubt, though the word Incarnation never occurs
in the volume, that all the while he has before his
thoughts the "taking of the manhood into God."
What is the Gospel picture ?

And let us pause once more to consider that which
remains throughout a subject of ever-recurring astonish-
ment, the unbounded personal pretensions which Christ
advances. It is common in human history to meet with
those who claim some superiority over their fellows.
Men assert a pre-eminence over their fellow-citizens or
fellow-countrymen and become rulers of those who at
first were their equals, but they dream of nothing greater
than some partial control over the actions of others for
the short space of a lifetime. Few indeed are those to
whom it is given to influence future ages. Yet some
men have appeared who have been "as levers to uplift
the earth and roll it in another course." Homer by
creating literature, Socrates by creating science, Caesar
by carrying civilisation inland from the shores of the
Mediterranean, Newton by starting science upon a career
of steady progress, may be said to have attained this
eminence. But these men gave a single impact like
that which is conceived to have first set the planets in
motion; Christ claims to be a perpetual attractive power
like the sun which determines their orbit. They con-
tributed to men some discovery and passed away;
Christ's discovery is himself. To humanity struggling
with its passions and its destiny he says, Cling to me,
cling ever closer to me. If we believe St. John, he repre
sented himself as the Light of the world, as the Shepherd
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